MAKE DISCIPLES
INVITING: LEADER'S GUIDE

Inviting somebody is one of the easiest steps to take to develop a desire to reach people in your disciple. Your disciple
probably enjoys the Christian community that you are a part of. You probably do different fun events together and hang
out casually (and if you aren’t doing these things, you really should be). Inviting someone to come hang out with other
believers can help ease that person about having gospel conversations, and they may keep coming back!

This lesson will take initiative on the disciple’s part. Don't be afraid to challenge them if this is an area that they struggle
in. It’s ok if they feel uncomfortable about doing it, they won't grow if they aren’t stretched!

PURPOSE

e To help your disciple see the value of inviting people.

e To give them a game plan to invite their friends to fun events and casual hangouts.

PLAN
1. Pray for your disciple! Pray that they would be bold and invite their friends to church events, and that they would
be supplied with strength and courage from God.

2. Before you get into the lesson, be sure to review your disciple’s testimony! Let them present it to you, then
afterwards offer feedback to help them improve it.

3. When you get to the end, be ready to challenge your disciple if they seem hesitant. Remind them of the urgency of
the gospel, and that God is with them as they do this (Matthew 28:19-20).

4. |If they are struggling with coming up with who to invite, help them think about what “pockets of people” they are
a part of. This could be co-workers, classmates, people in the same club, family local to your area, etc.! Get creative
with them.
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INVITING

Memory verse checklist:

O Proverbs 19:20 O Galations 6:9
O Proverbs 1:7 O 1 Corinthians 9:26-27
O Proverbs 3:5-6 0O Acts 20:24

VERSE OF THE WEEK: John 1:41-42 “The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him,
“We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.”

Do you find the idea of inviting people to your club/church’s events easy or difficult? Why?

What three steps do we see Andrew taking?

What can we learn from Andrew’s example?

WHY INVITE PEOPLE TO CHURCH OR BIBLE STUDY?

e They will likely hear the gospel; some may even get saved this way.

e They will connect with Christians and often start to belong before they even believe.

e Felt and real needs can be met at church and Bible study.

e People are most likely to come when invited by an individual rather than a flyer or website etc.

e Your example encourages other people involved to invite their friends, creating spiritual momentum to
reach more people. This makes God very happy because he loves everyone. (2 Peter 3:9)

e  When they do finally accept Christ they will likely join your group and receive good follow up and
teaching.

e |t can't hurt anything if you lovingly invite them. If you do it the right way it will make them feel
included. No one wants to feel left out! They may not even know that they are welcome to check out
your church or ministry until you invite them!

Which of these reasons motivate you the most? Can you think of any others?

GETTING STARTED

1. Ask them face to face! Say something like “Hey, | am involved in this awesome Bible study on campus
(or church) and | am learning a lot about God and making new friends. It really is helping my life. Do
you want to check it out with me sometime?” Offer to take them with you. Even if they have a car give
them a ride so you can act as their “tour guide” and introduce them to everyone. Also, it is helpful to let
others know ahead of time you will be bringing a friend so they can make sure to meet them.
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2. Always keep invite cards in your pocket to invite friends, acquaintances and strangers. It is as simple as
giving them a card and saying “Here is a flyer about this bible study we are doing at the BMU! Let me
know if you want to check it out.” Write your personal information on the back.

3. Call them or send them a text or an email. This is not as personal but something is better than nothing

4. Use an existing social media invitation or event to send to lots of your friends! This is the least personal
way but it is so low-key that it does not make the person feel pressured. It's actually a great way to sow
broadly and see who is interested. Don’t do this instead of the other methods but use it along with the
other methods.

5. Make sure to invite friends not only to spiritual things but also to other fun stuff you do. Be a real
friend.

DISCIPLESHIP CHALLENGE: invite one person to a Christian club or church event this week. Read The Fuel and the
Flame ch. 14-15. Memorize: John 1:41-42.



