
Discovery Bible Study: Leader’s Guide
Make  DISCIPLEs

Hosting a discovery study is a great way to get multiple people involved in reading and studying the word that other-
wise wouldn’t. It takes very little planning for the person organizing them, and is designed to engage people in the Bible 
that have had very little exposure to it. Discovery studies can also be scary for somebody to get started, especially if 
social settings make them anxious. This lesson will help your disciple realize how approachable this method of evange-
lism can be, and with God’s help they can pull one off!

Purpose
•	 To teach your disciple how to host a Discovery bible study.

•	 To commission them to ask their non-Christian friends if they would be interested in attending.

Plan
1.	 Before you start the lesson, print out the Discovering Purpose Leader’s Guide (either the in-person or online one) at 

the QR Code

2.	  If your disciple seems anxious about starting one of these, have a conversation with them about why. What about 
the discovery study seems scary to them? Identify it, then help them develop a game plan to work around it.the discovery study seems scary to them? Identify it, then help them develop a game plan to work around it.

3.	 Be actively involved in the process of your disciple starting a discovery study. You being there to give them confi-
dence and guidance will not only help it become more successful, but also highlight your disciple’s ability to engage 
in relational evangelism. Now that’s a big win!
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Have you seen open doors yet to share the Gospel? How did they go?

Why does Paul ask for prayer for help bringing open doors?

Are you praying for open doors? Do you think this has influenced how many you’ve seen?

Why do a discovery study?

•	 Creates new open doors for you. You have more open doors for sharing the gospel than you might realize you do. 
Friends you have that might not be interested in a one-on-one gospel presentation, might be interested or more 
comfortable in a group setting.

•	 Deepens relationships with non-believers. The time you spend with the non-believers in the bible study can 
branch out into other activities, giving you more time for investing into them. And if they’re somebody you already 
know, then it can help you both to grow closer together!

•	 Can be a great tool for training others. Having the skill to run a bible study or a small discipleship group is one that 
anybody can use their entire lives. Bringing your disciple with you and having them help you plan and execute the 
study can really boost their confidence to go and do it themselves!

Pulling it off: the basics for getting started.

Together, read through the “How to Launch Your Discovery Group” guide, then reflect on these questions:

What about this seems hard for you? What parts look like they are doable?

Verse of the Week: Colossians 4:2-3 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray 
for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for 
which I am in chains.”
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Memory verse checklist:
	☐ Proverbs 19:20
	☐ Proverbs 1:7
	☐ Proverbs 3:5-6

	☐ Galations 6:9
	☐ 1 Corinthians 9:26-27
	☐ Acts 20:24

	☐ John 1:41-42
	☐ Acts 17:26-27



Who could you invite to a discovery group? If you need ideas, think about who is on your Impact List.

Where could you possibly do a Discovery group? Is there someone who could host? Would an online discovery group 
be more effective?

Discipleship Challenge:   Write out a list of ten people you could invite to a discovery study of your own. You can 
team up with a friend to get this list. Invite them to a discovery study of your own, and see if anybody is interested in 
participating in one with you. Read The Fuel and the Flame ch. 21-22. Memorize Colossians 4:2-3.
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